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Abstract 
 

Background: Regarded to the rapid and increasing growth of science and technology, yet one of the main 
challenges of today's human beings is the issue of ethical and social education. As a result, this study was 
conducted with the aim of identifying the effective factors on ethical and social education of students with 
emphasis on the fundamental reform document of education. 
Method: This study in terms of purpose was applied and in terms of implementation was qualitative from type 
of content analysis. The research community was documents and resources and experts of education. The 
research sample was documents and resources related to ethical and social education and 22 experts of educa-
tion who according to the principle of theoretical saturation were selected by purposive sampling method. Data 
were collected by take noting and semi-structured interview methods and were analyzed by content analysis 
method in three stages of open, axial and selective coding through MAXQDA software. 
Results: The findings showed that ethical and social education of students with emphasis on the fundamental 
reform document of education had 35 sub-factors and 6 main factors (factors of individual, family, local com-
munity, school, media and information technologies and changes in the world community). Finally, according 
to the sub and main factors, was designed the conceptual pattern of effective factors on ethical and social 
education of students with emphasis on the fundamental reform document of education. 
Conclusion: Based on the pattern of ethical and social education of present research, education specialists and 
planners can design and implement programs to improve the ethical and social education of students. 
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Introduction 
 

Today, the process of globalization has caused peo-
ple beyond the borders of a country to interact and 
exchange ideas, which has fundamentally changed 
the systems of education (1). Education is one of 
the sublime infrastructures of the whole society of 
the country and a serious tool for promoting decent 
human capital in different areas of the country. The 
education system of the country has not been able 
to function properly, so change in it is an inevitable 
necessity. So far, various policies and strategies have 
been used to change this system, which have not 
been very successful. Thus, the fundamental 
change in education based on the philosophy of Is-
lamic education is designed to achieve goals such as 
a deep belief in Islam and high ideas and values and 
to achieve the vision of 1404 (2). In our country, 
many people, despite knowing and believing in eth-
ical values such as fairness, loyalty, trustworthiness 
and honesty, commit immoral acts. Since education 
is the flagship of ethical and religious education of 
new generations, so this issue indicates the ineffi-
ciency of this system for proper moral education 
(3). Today, human beings have achieved remarka-
ble success in various fields, especially in the field 
of science and technology, but in the field of ethics, 
moral and social education, they face many chal-
lenges and problems (4). One of the most im-
portant social issues of man is the issue of moral 
development, which was studied by theorists and 
researchers in sociology and psychology. Social and 
moral development are related to each other, and 
from this perspective, along with cognitive and 
moral development, one gradually finds an image 
of oneself among others and in relation to others, 
which shapes children's social and ethical commu-
nication with other people ( 5). 
In recent decades, despite the great efforts of edu-
cators for moral and social education, there are 
many gaps in the moral and social education pro-
grams of educational systems around the world (6). 
Raising a generation that adheres to social and 
moral norms and can live both as an effective mem-
ber and compatible with other human beings and 
as a human being with excellence, to use social in-
teractions for personal growth, is a matter that has 

a long history (7). Education means striving for de-
sirable and valuable changes in individuals, and 
moral education is one of the concerns of parents 
and educators, and only with proper moral educa-
tion can we expect a healthy and developed society 
(8). Moral education means a process effort to help 
people understand and learn moral values and act 
on them in real life (9). Also, social education is a 
process for understanding and recognizing oneself 
and situations, the realization of which ensures hav-
ing appropriate behaviors in different social situa-
tions (10). Education and social development form 
the basis of one's life and cause the flourishing of 
one's intellectual development and communication 
skills in social life or living with others (11). Social 
education cultivates aspects of personality that are 
related to interpersonal relationships and the devel-
opment of skills necessary for social life and lead to 
a greater understanding of social environments 
(12). In Iran, after the Islamic Revolution, great im-
portance was given to moral and social education 
and many efforts were made to promote it, but 
these goals were not achieved. The behavior of the 
young generation indicates many problems in this 
field and the evidence of this claim is the expansion 
of crime, increase of addiction, spread of diseases 
such as AIDS, incorrect and immoral use of new 
means of communication such as Internet and 
equality of lawsuits in the country  (3). In schools, 
students are taught skills such as the ability to fight 
injustice, accountability, mutual understanding, co-
operation and participation, respect for cultures, 
awareness of international and environmental 
rights, peace and human rights, and respect for race 
and religion in an integrated and comprehensive 
manner (13). 
Few and scattered researches have been done on 
the factors affecting moral and social education. 
For example, research results showed that living en-
vironment and education, the use of moral reason-
ing, supportive atmosphere, psychological, social 
and educational harms, creating and promoting 
cognition and moral virtues are effective on stu-
dents' moral development (14). Another study 
showed that the purpose of the Qur'an in designing 
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patterns is to introduce worthy patterns, flourish 
the talents of educators and coordinate social pat-
terns, which requires knowledge of patterns, re-
sponsibility, imitation and a sense of aesthetics (15). 
In another study on the dimensions and compo-
nents of moral education with a social approach, 11 
components were identified in two dimensions of 
belief and behavior. Belief dimension includes re-
spect for social values and norms, open-minded-
ness, cultivating altruism and dialogue, and behav-
ior dimension including belonging to collective 
identity and preservation. It was to cultivate the 
spirit of freedom, peaceful coexistence, fulfillment 
of covenants, adherence to moral precepts, respect 
for the environment and social responsibility (16). 
In another study, factors of moral development in 
the family were introduced, including parenting 
styles, emotional reactions to abuse, grief, playing 
with siblings, and talking about moral issues (17). 
Also, the results of research on the adaptation of 
primary school textbooks with the components of 
social education document of the fundamental 
transformation of education showed that the con-
ceptual axes in primary school textbooks paid the 
most attention to the axes of communication with 
others, knowledge, social ethics, communication 
skills and interaction with government institutions 
(18). In another study, the components of students' 
social education based on the document of funda-
mental transformation of education include reli-
gious democracy, responsibility, social participa-
tion, observance of laws and regulations, protection 
of values, unity, cooperation and brotherhood, 
communication skills, social relations, authority, 
commitment, liquidity. , Human dignity, justice, 
sacrifice and self-sacrifice, enjoining the good and 
forbidding the evil and social health were intro-
duced (19). The results of another study showed 
that globalization and virtual social networks, in ad-
dition to the opportunities they provide for moral 
education, pose challenges in the field of moral ed-
ucation (20). 
Studies show that Iranian society is experiencing a 
decline in moral behavior in social relations, which 
is not due to lack of awareness of moral principles. 
Because the evidence shows that individuals, while 
acknowledging the goodness of moral values, avoid 

adhering to it in social relations (21). Also, the need 
to coordinate with the rapid changes and transfor-
mations of societies and benefit from successful ed-
ucational experiences, the need for fundamental 
change in the education system became more and 
more apparent, and this is one of the goals of the 
document of fundamental change in education. 
Therefore, the study of the factors affecting the 
moral and social education of students based on 
this document is necessary to help identify the ef-
fective factors and use them to improve moral and 
social education. In addition, although many efforts 
have been made in recent decades in the field of 
moral and social education, but there are many gaps 
in the moral and social education programs of 
schools and the study of student behavior shows 
the failure of these programs. As a result, this study 
was conducted to identify the factors affecting the 
moral and social education of students with empha-
sis on the document of fundamental reform in ed-
ucation. Therefore, the research questions are:  
1. What are the main and secondary factors affect-

ing the ethical and social education of students 
with emphasis on the document of fundamental 
transformation of education?  

2. What is the conceptual model of the factors af-
fecting the ethical and social education of stu-
dents with emphasis on the document of funda-
mental change in education? 

 
Material & Methods 
This study was applied in terms of purpose and 
content analysis in terms of quality implementation. 
The research community was documents and re-
sources and education experts. The research sample 
was documents and resources related to moral and 
social education and 22 education experts who were 
selected according to the principle of theoretical 
saturation and after reviewing the inclusion criteria 
by purposive sampling. In this sampling method, 
the researchers identified the experts and selected 
them as a sample according to the purpose of the 
research and the inclusion criteria. These criteria in-
clude having sufficient information about the fac-
tors affecting the moral and social education of stu-
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dents and having at least two of the three charac-
teristics: 1) Professorship in the field of education, 
2) Having a book or article in the field of moral and 
social education and 3) Having experience in teach-
ing the students. In this study, considerations such 
as participants' awareness of the purpose, im-
portance and necessity of the research, informed 
consent, anonymity of interviews, confidentiality, 
confidentiality of personal information, etc. were 
considered for participants. Among the participants 
of the present study, 3 were faculty members with 
ph.d degrees (13.64%), 11 were directors and teach-
ers of education with specialized ph.d. (50%) and 8 
were general managers, deputies and education ex-
perts with ph.d degrees. And were masters 
(36.36%). To ensure the validity of the research, the 
methods of review by participants, data alignment 
and review by non-participants were used. For this 
purpose, some of the interviewees were asked to re-
view the analysis process or the obtained factors 
and express their opinion about them. Also, data 
alignment was used to further ensure validity. For 
this purpose, various sources were used, including 
data collection of theoretical foundations related to 
research variables and research conducted in this 
field, opinions of experts and experts and opinions 
of the director general, deputies and education ex-
perts to provide more accurate data on factors af-
fecting moral and social education by emphasizing 
the document of fundamental transformation of 
education. 

The process of conducting the research was that af-
ter taking notes from documents and resources in 
the field of moral and social education, experts were 
interviewed in a semi-structured way. After coordi-
nation by telephone or in-person, the date and time 
of the interview were determined and the inter-
views were conducted at the specified time. Im-
portant and key points were noted during the inter-
view and for this information not to be lost, the in-
terviews were recorded for re-examination after the 
knowledge and consent of the interviewees.  
To analyze the data, content analysis method was 
used with the help of MAXQDA software. This 
method is a technique that involves identifying the 
main and sub-concepts, categories and factors that 
are done in three stages of open, axial and selective 
coding. 
 

Results 
The results of content analysis showed the identifi-
cation of 6 main categories or factors in the form 
of 35 indicators or sub-factors, of which 6 main cat-
egories or factors included individual factors, fam-
ily, local community, school, media and infor-
mation technologies and changes in the global com-
munity. The results of content analysis from the lit-
erature and interviews for the individual agent were 
reported in table 1. 

Table. 1: Results of content analysis from literature and interview for individual agent 
Axial codes Open codes Reference of codes Frequency Percentage 

literature Interview 

Individual Physical and mental health 14 & 22 M1 & M2 4 16 

Patternability 14, 22     & 23 M3 & M6 5 20 

Attention to spiritual issues 14, 24 & 25 M1, M3, M4, M6 
& M9 

8 32 

Adherence to moral and so-
cial values 

16 & 26 M11 & M12 4 16 

Practical experience of moral 
and social behavior 

17 & 25 M5 & M7 4 16 

Total 25 100 

 
According to the results of table 1, in the individ-
ual factor, respectively, five sub-factors are atten-
tion to spiritual issues (32%), patternability (20%), 
physical and mental health (16%), adherence to 

moral and social values (16%) and practical expe-
rience of moral and social behavior (16%) had the 
most role; thus, the role of the three factors of 
physical and mental health, adherence to moral 
and social values and practical experience of moral 

 [
 D

O
I:

 1
0.

52
54

7/
ije

th
ic

s.
3.

2.
52

 ]
 

 [
 D

ow
nl

oa
de

d 
fr

om
 m

ai
l.i

je
th

ic
s.

co
m

 o
n 

20
26

-0
5-

21
 ]

 

                             4 / 11

http://dx.doi.org/10.52547/ijethics.3.2.52
https://mail.ijethics.com/article-1-120-en.html


Niknami M. et al.  
International Journal of Ethics & Society (IJES), (2021) Vol. 3, No. 2 

 

56 
Available at:  www.ijethics.com 

and social behavior was equal. The results of con-
tent analysis from literature and interviews for the 
family agent were reported in Table 2. 
 

Table 2: Results of content analysis from literature and interview for family agent 
Axial codes Open codes Reference of codes Fre-

quency 
Percent-

age References Interview 

Family Positive self-concept  17 M2, M3 & M9 4 7.41 

Disciplinary methods  17, 27 & 28 M3, M5 & M7 6 11.11 

Play with children 17 M3, M5 & M7 4 7.41 

Relationship of family members with 
each other 

17, 29, 30 & 31 M2, M4, M5, M6 & M9 9 16.67 

Parent-child behavioral models 14, 17, 27, 29, 30, 31 
& 32 

M1, M3, M6, M8 & M9 12 22.22 

Family history 24, 31, 32, 33 & 34 M6 & M18 7 12.96 

Communication with others 15 & 18 M13 & M14 4 7.41 

Religious teachings 14 & 24 M11, M13, M16, M17, 
M18 & M22 

8 14.81 

Total 54 100 

 
 
According to the results of table 2, in the family 
factor, respectively, eight sub-factors of parent-
child behavioral models (22.22%), relationship be-
tween family members (16.67%), religious teach-
ings (14.81%), family history (96.96%) 12), disci-
plinary methods (11.11%), positive self-concept 

(7.41%), playing with children (7.41%) and com-
munication with others (7.41%) had the most role; 
In this way, the role of the three factors of positive 
self-concept, playing with children and communi-
cation with others was equal. The results of con-
tent analysis from literature and interviews for the 
local community agent were reported in table 3. 

Table 3. Results of content analysis from literature and interviews for the local community agent 
Axial codes Open codes Reference of codes Fre-

quency 
Percent-
age References Interview 

Local society Optimal pattern 15 & 22 M6 & M11 4 8.33 

Peers 14, 17, 27, 35, 36 & 
37 

M2 & M12 8 16.67 

Strengthen social ties  --- M1 & M14 2 4.17 

Interaction of public schools in pro-
moting ethics 

18 M4 & M10 3 6.25 

Link between ethics and social context 16 & 38 M11 & M14 4 8.33 

Avoid focusing solely on the social con-
cepts of ethics 

16 M22 2 4.17 

Belonging to and preserving collective 
identity 

16 M13 2 4.17 

Social responsibility of community 
members 

15, 16, 39, 40, 41, 
42, 43 & 44 

M12 & M14 10 20.83 

External strengthening of moral and so-
cial aspects 

16 & 45 M14 & M17 4 8.33 

Mental health of the community  --- M1 & M13 2 4.17 

Achieving social security  --- M14 1 2.08 

Ethical and social incentives in society 14, 46 & 47 M2, M5 & M9 6 12.50 

Total 48 100 

 
According to the results of table 3, in the local 
community factor, respectively, twelve sub-factors 

of social responsibility of individuals in the com-
munity (20.83%), peer group (16.67%), moral and 
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social incentives in the community (12.50%), fa-
vorable model (33%) / 8), the link between ethics 
and social context (8.33%), external strengthening 
of moral and social aspects (8.33%), interaction of 
government institutions in promoting ethics 
(6.25%), strengthening social ties (4.17%) 4), 
avoiding focusing only on social concepts of ethics 
(4.17%), belonging to the collective identity and its 
preservation (4.17%), mental health of the com-
munity (4.17%) and achieving social security 
(2.08%) had the most role; Thus, the role of the 

three factors of the desired model, the link be-
tween ethics and the social context and the exter-
nal strengthening of moral and social aspects and 
the role of the four factors of strengthening social 
ties, avoiding focusing only on social concepts of 
ethics, belonging to collective identity and main-
taining it and mental health And the mentality of 
the society was equal. The results of content anal-
ysis from the literature and interviews for the 
school agent were reported in table 4.  

Table 4. Results of content analysis from the literature and interview for the school agent 
Axial codes Open codes Reference of codes Axial  

codes 
Open  
codes References Interview 

School Social and ethical Curriculum 18 M6 & M11 3 12.50 

Social and ethical knowledge of teachers 
and staffs 

14 & 41 M2, M4, M5, M6 & 
M9 

7 29.17 

Practical behavior of teachers and staffs 3, 28, 33, 36 & 37 M1, M2, M3, M6 & 
M18 

10 41.67 

Ethical reasoning 4 & 48 --- 2 8.33 

Define ethics and community oriented 
extracurricular activities 

3 M10 2 8.33 

Total 24 100 

 
According to the results of table 4, in the school 
factor, respectively, five sub-factors of practical 
behavior of teachers and staff (41.67%), moral and 
social knowledge of teachers and staff (29.17%), 
presentation of ethics-based and community-ori-
ented curriculum (12.50%), ethical reasoning 
(8.33%) and the definition of ethics-oriented and 
community-oriented extracurricular activities 

(8.33%) had the most role; In this way, the role of 
the two factors of moral reasoning and the defini-
tion of extracurricular activities was equal to ethics 
and community. The results of content analysis 
from the literature and interviews for the media 
and communication technology agent were re-
ported in table 5.  

Table 5. Results of content analysis from literature and interviews for media and communication 
technology agents 

Axial codes Open codes Reference of codes Axial codes Open codes 

References Interview 

Media and  
Information technologies 

IT and  
Communication 

44, 49 & 50 M3, M5, M7 & M8 7 41.18 

Social media  --- M4, M5, M6 & M9 4 23.53 

Usage media 14 & 51 M1, M2, M3 & 
M22 

6 35.29 

Total 17 100 

 
According to the results of table 5, three sub-fac-
tors of information and communication technol-
ogy (41.18%), type of media use (35.29%) and 
mass media (23.53%) had the most important role 
in the media and information technology factor, 
respectively. The results of content analysis from 
the literature and interviews for the factor of local 
community change were reported in table 6.  

According to the results of table 6, the two sub-
factors of globalization (55.56%) and global 
changes (44.44%) had the most important role in 
the change of local society, respectively. Accord-
ing to the results of content analysis, the concep-
tual model of factors affecting the moral and social 
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education of students with emphasis on the docu-
ment of fundamental change in education was re-
ported in Fig.1. 

 
Table 6. Content analysis results from literature and interview for the local community change 

Axial codes Open codes Reference of codes Axial codes Open codes 

References Interview 

Local society 
changes 

Globalization 4 & 50 M2, M3 & M10 5 55.56 

Global changes and devel-
opments 

3 M1, M2 & M10 4 44.44 

Total 9 100 

 
 

 
Fig 1. Conceptual model of factors affecting the moral and social education of students with em-

phasis on the document of fundamental change in education 
 

Discussion 
Considering the role of moral and social education 
in the growth and development of societies and 
the existence of few and scattered researches on 
the factors affecting them, this study was con-
ducted to identify the factors affecting the moral 
and social education of students with emphasis on 

the document of fundamental change in educa-
tion.  
The results of the present study showed that the 
factors affecting the moral and social education of 
students with emphasis on the document of fun-
damental change in education included 6 main fac-
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tors and 35 sub-factors. Key factors included indi-
vidual factors, family, local community, school, 
media and information technology, and global 
community change. Individual factor includes five 
sub-factors of physical and mental health, role 
modeling, attention to spiritual issues, adherence 
to moral and social values and practical experience 
of moral and social behavior, family factor in-
cludes eight sub-factors of positive self-concept, 
disciplinary methods, playing with children, rela-
tionship of family with each other, parent-child 
behavioral models, family history, relationships 
with others and religious teachings, local commu-
nity factor including twelve sub-factors of the de-
sired model, peer group, strengthening social ties, 
interaction of government institutions in promot-
ing morality, the link between morality and social 
context avoid focusing only on the social concepts 
of ethics, belonging to the collective identity and 
maintaining it, social responsibility of individuals 
in society, external strengthening of moral and so-
cial aspects, mental health of society, achieving so-
cial security and moral and social incentives in so-
ciety, school agent Includes five sub-factors: pre-
senting ethics-oriented and community-oriented 
curriculum, moral and social knowledge of teach-
ers and staff, practical behavior of teachers and 
staff, ethical reasoning and defining ethics-ori-
ented and community-oriented extracurricular ac-
tivities, media and information technology agent 
including three factors Information and commu-
nication technology, mass media and the type of 
media use and the factor of change in the global 
community included two sub-factors of globaliza-
tion and global change and developments, which 
were in line with the results of previous research 
(11-17). In explaining and interpreting the results 
of the present study, it can be said that one of the 
important factors in moral and social development 
is the individual and his / her characteristics. Also, 
the individual or child is influenced by the family, 
and the family environment is like a university for 
the child in the educational environment. The 
family is crucial for the child, and when it comes 
to the family, the mind turns to the parents. The 
child learns from the mother the lesson of life, 
love and affection, and from the father the lesson 

of authority, discipline, and the quality of taking a 
stand on matters of social life. The family is the 
most important social institution that influences 
the personality of individuals and children inherit 
some of the characteristics and traits from their 
parents and learn others from the family and other 
environments and provide the family with the 
ground for the growth and emergence of talents. 
In addition, the school environment is always full 
of moral and social concepts and matters. There 
are many factors involved in the moral and social 
development of students in schools, with the 
teacher at the top of the pyramid. Because the stu-
dent sets an example as a behavioral and moral 
model for the teacher. Sometimes the teacher with 
his inappropriate behavior causes the formation of 
incorrect behaviors in students and a significant 
part of students' learning and experiences is 
formed in the educational environment. If the 
learning environment is psychologically and edu-
cationally positive and students, teachers and 
school staff interact effectively, students will also 
grow socially and morally. The child also grows 
morally through interaction with peers and the de-
velopment of cognitive capacities. Through these 
interactions, one learns solutions and creates ones 
that seem appropriate. Another important point is 
that the effects of television, video games, internet, 
advertising, etc. on children are very many, and 
these media, on the one hand, have positive edu-
cational and entertaining effects, and on the other 
hand, have negative effects on children. A review 
of various studies suggests that there is a direct 
correlation between violent behavior and viewing 
violent media. Such children are often aggressive, 
more likely to conflict with teachers and school 
staff, often engaging with peers, receiving lower 
grades, and lacking in moral and social develop-
ment. Finally, globalization and virtual social net-
works, in addition to the opportunities they pro-
vide for moral and social education, can pose chal-
lenges. Virtual social networks are like a double-
edged sword that, if not managed and controlled, 
affects not only morality but also the religious 
teachings of individuals, and is a wake-up call for 
education in today's society. 
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Conclusion 
 
In general, the results of the present study showed 
that six factors: individual, family, local commu-
nity, school, media and information technologies 
and changes in the global community were among 
the factors affecting the ethical and social educa-
tion of students with emphasis on the document 
of fundamental change in education. The main 
factor and its sub-factors were the pattern of 
moral and social education. According to this 
model, education specialists and planners can de-
sign and implement programs to improve the 
moral and social education of students. As a result, 
policymakers and executors of upstream docu-
ments in education should be more aware of the 
implementation of the provisions of the document 
on the fundamental transformation of education 
in the field of moral and social education and con-
sider its areas and continuously examine the extent 
of their realization and achievement. 
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